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REVIEWS. 



Brook Farm: Its Members, Scholars and Visitors. By Lindsay 
Swift. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1900. Pp. viii-f- 
303- 
This book treats of a subject with direct sociological bearings and 
interests, but is in no way a sociological treatise. "Inspired by a 
philosophical and speculative enthusiasm, Brook Farm began as an 
attempt to work modifications in social life. In this direct attempt it 
certainly ended in disaster. The visible fruits are intellectual, and of 
the men and women who contributed to the renown of Brook Farm as 
one of the true seeding-grounds of American letters it is the purpose 
of this book to speak, not critically or biographically, but rather from 
the personal side, and, in particular, as each person considered was 
affected by the associative life at Brook Farm." " The plan of Brook 
Farm as a sociological experiment will not be dealt with here," and, 
quoting a contemporary statement, " it is not a community, it is not 
truly an association; it is merely an aggregation of persons." Aside 
from the second chapter, which does contain a short sketch of the 
characteristics of the organized life at Brook Farm, the book is entirely 
written from a biographical and literary standpoint. These biographies 
of the members and scholars and visitors contain much of skilled and 
interesting character-delineation, and we find statements descriptive of 
particular personal gifts which are expressed with such general and 
philosophical truth that they furnish high lights on the social man. 
In describing George Ripley as a sociological hero of exactly right 
temperament, the words form a righteous motto for all sociological 
research : " He could discern the truth with clearness, even when 
knowledge of the truth meant the loss of everything but courage and 
ideals." While the following bit of character is also a bit of general 
sociology : " He bore out the fact that only a gentleman can be a true 
democrat." Among the names thus chronicled are George William 
Curtis, George Ripley, Charles Dana, Hawthorne, Margaret Fuller, W. 
H. Channing, Emerson, Alcott, Theodore Parker, Elizabeth Peabody, 
and Horace Greeley. A good deal is also incidentally written of con- 
temporary sympathetic journalism, including the Dial, Present, the 
Harbinger, Spirit of the Age, and the Tribune. 
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But the direct interest lies in the second chapter, where there is 
recognition of various life-interests in the portrayal of the organization 
at Brook Farm in the historic, economic, industrial, social, aesthetic, 
and educational features. Even here the sketch is rather suggestive 
throughout of the tenor of the life than of the methods, more indica- 
tive of a social spirit than of any body of socialism. Indeed, we know 
that this social spirit is what throve at Brook Farm while an iron 
method, carrying the name of Fourier with it, signaled its doom. As 
is said, "the attempt to transform Brook Farm into a modified Fourier - 
est phalanx proved its ruin ;" and, " indeed, since Fourierism made a 
ritual of organization only limited minds could accept it for any length 
of time;" and " it came to lay more stress on the method by which the 
individual freedom was to become assured than on the fact of personal 
liberty in itself." 

Thus the book has interest for sociological students, since it por- 
trays with insight and sense the characters who " made a grand success 
as a college of social students," and since, according to the statement 
of one of the members, " to Brook Farm are traceable many of the 
movements which for the past fifty years in America have looked 
toward the improvement of industrial conditions." The book adds to 
its value in an exceedingly good bibliography covering ten pages, 
which refers not only to writings published in book form, but to the 
newspaper and magazine articles of contemporary and later date. 

On the whole, the book witnesses with cheer and emphasis to a fulfill- 
ment of the mild hope expressed by Hawthorne in that which against 
plea and pledge remains the accepted epic of Brook Farm — "Blithedale 
Romance " — the hope " that between theory and practice, a true and 
available mode of life might be struck out; and that, even should we 
ultimately fail, the months or years spent in the trial would not have 
been wasted, either as regarded passing enjoyment, or the experience 
which makes men wise." 

Rho Fisk Zueblin. 



Discussions in Economics and Statistics. By Francis A. Walker, 

Ph.D., LL.D. Edited by Davis R. Dewey, Ph.D. 2 vols. 

Henry Holt & Co. Pp. iv+ 454 and 481. $6. 

The impress which General Walker left upon American economic 

and sociological thought is still so fresh that it would be impertinent 

to analyze it in this connection. Professor Dewey has performed a 



